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If you wish to be considered as an approved volunteer to be able to assist us with any of our Volunteer requests from:
Extra hands at events, vet visits, fundraisers to help transport, have day trips, play visits/play dates, be a member of our Advisory Round Table BOD, be a member of our Community Education Awareness Liaison Team, assist at home-visits, pick up donations be it food or other items, be a depot for Empties to return for BHRR, do posters, assist with translations, fundraising etc. to emerge, temp or perma foster dogs for Birch Haven Rescue & Rehabilitation Services OR to Volunteer with BHRR in any other required capacity: please complete this application, sign and return.

NOTE: Whether you wish to actually foster a dog or not, we will require Vet plus personal references. We will not require a home-visit should you not wish to temp, emerge or perma-foster a dog. 

Rep: Birch Haven Rescue & Rehabilitation Services
I understand and agree that I am volunteering my time and services to be an BHRR volunteer at no cost to BHRR and I will not be compensated for either my time or services by BHRR I also understand that I may be removed from this position at any time by the President or another BOD member in the sole discretion for any reason or no reason.

Applicant Name ____________________________________
Applicant Age(MUST be minimally 19):_________________
E-mail ____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Home phone________________________________________

Business phone______________________________________

Cell phone _________________________________________
Does your Cell phone accept text?_______________________
Why have you chosen BHRR to Volunteer for?__________________________________________________
What strengths do you have that you believe can make BHRR better?________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
What Volunteer Opportunity(ies) are of interest to you?___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently an approved Volunteer with another organization(s)?_______________________________
If yes, which one(s)?_______________________________________________________________________
If yes, what is/are your role(s) with said organization(s)?__________________________________________
Do you have a valid Drivers License?_________________________________________________________
Language(s) Spoken?______________________________________________________________________
Language(s) Written?______________________________________________________________________
Have you ever been charged with a crime?_____________________________________________________
If so, what type(s) of crime?_________________________________________________________________
Have you ever been convicted of a crime?______________________________________________________
If so, what type(s)_________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever had to surrender a pet?_________________________________________________________
If so, what were the circumstances?___________________________________________________________

Veterinarian Reference:

Name__________________________

Address______________________________________________

City__________________________  State/Province______________ Zip/Postal Code_______________

Phone_____________________

Please provide at least two personal references that have personal knowledge of your care and experience working with dogs. One MUST not be a relative.
Personal References:

Name__________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City___________________________ State/Province ______________Zip/Postal Code ______________

Phone number_____________________

Credentials,if any (such as rescue volunteer or breeder)________________________________________

Name__________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City___________________________State/Province_______Zip/Postal Code______________________

Phone number_____________________

Credentials,if any (such as rescue volunteer, Show breeder, trainer,Vet, RVT,) ______________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN TEMP/EMERGE and/or PERMA-FOSTERING:

Do you rent or own your home? _________
*If you rent, we will not allow animals to be fostered in a rental place and for playdates to bring dog back to your home; we would need your landlord/ladies approval via a signed letter either emailed or mailed to BHRR*
How long have you lived at your current address? _____________________________

Briefly describe your home? _________________________________________________________________

Are there children in your home?____

How many_____ Ages___________________________________
*BHRR cannot temp foster to homes with children under the age of 10. NO EXCEPTIONS.
How many adults?___________ Ages? _____________________
Is everyone in agreement in your home to foster a Giant Breed? _____________________________________

What type of vehicle do you drive? ______________ 
Are you currently fostering an animal?___________
If so, what type? ____________________________
If so, for which organizations(s)?_______________
Are they aware of your interest to Foster with BHRR?______________________________________________
Have you owned and/or fostered dogs in the past?_____________

If so, explain your experiences and activities with them.________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Do you currently own dogs/cats/exotics/pocket pets? _______How many? _______What sex and ages?_____________

What breeds?_________________________________________________________________________
Are your pets spayed and/or neutered?____________ 
*Note: Unless your current dog/cat is a too young to be altered or there is a medical reason or they are a proven show dog; we cannot consider your home to be an approved Volunteer home. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Do they get along with other dogs, especially any dog that does not normally reside in your home? ___________
The following questions will help us assess your experience with dogs so that we can place an appropriate foster dog in your home. You do not need experience in all of these areas to be approved as a foster home.

· Have you had experience: Crate training a dog? ____________________________________________ 
· Obedience training a dog?______________________________________________________________
· Housebreaking a dog?_________________________________________________________________

· Whelping a litter? ____________________________________________________________________ 
· Modifying behavior problems? __________________________________________________________  
If yes, what kinds/type(s)? ______________________________________________________________
· Doing pet therapy?_____________________________________________________________________ 
· Working with special needs animals? (If yes, explain what types)________________________________
· Do you know sign language? ____________________________________________________________ 
· Are you knowledgeable about vibration training? ____________________________________________
*BHRR does not use vibration collars – we use door jambs, floors to create vibrations.
· Light training?________________________________________________________________________ 
· Do you have experience with SA (Separation Anxiety) animals? ________________________________  
· Administering meds orally_________________________________________________________
·  Injections?_____________________________________________________________________  
· Subcutaneous Fluid Administration?_________________________________________________

· Cutting nails? ___________________________________________________________________ 
· Bathing? _______________________________________________________________________  
· Cleaning ears? __________________________________________________________________

Please list any other experiences that you feel will be beneficial while fostering a BHRR rescue._______
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Do you or does anybody in your home smoke? ______________________________________________

Where would the foster animal sleep? _____________________________________________________

Where would the foster animal be kept during the day or any other time you are away from home? ____________________________________________________________________________________

How many hours per day would you be away from home? ______________________________________
*BHRR cannot approve homes whereby someone is away longer than 8.5 hours. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Are you open to taking the foster dog to at least one round of obedience training? ____________________

Do you agree to taking the foster dog – when ready - to public venues that allow dogs for continued socialization? ______________________________________________________________________________________
Length of time you are willing to foster a dog._________________________________________________

Are you open to a perma-foster? Ie. One that is dying and might only live for a few weeks, months or maybe a year? ______________________________________________________________________________________
Check types of safe confinement you can provide: crate_____ fenced yard_____ dog proof room______
NOTE :Use of a crate is strongly recommended for most foster dogs until such time as they have proven themselves trustworthy.
Is your yard fenced? ______________________________________________________________________
If yes, what type of fencing? ________________________________________________________________
If yes, what height is your fencing? ___________________________________________________________
NOTE: We cannot approve homes for fostering ONLY for other approved Volunteer activities –playdates outside of your home, fundraisers, educational opportunities etc. should a home not have a properly fenced in yard
What personality are you looking for in a foster dog? Please be as detailed as possible. ____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a preference on male or female? ____________________________________________________

What circumstances would force you to return a foster dog in your care?______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else that you would like to add to let us know more about you, your home etc. that you believe would make you a wonderful foster home for a BHRR animal? _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Would you be willing to let one of our representatives visit your home by appointment?_________________ 
If not, why?_____________________________________________________________________________
NOTE: If you do not wish to be considered to be an approved Volunteer to foster, then you do not have to do a home-visit.
NOTE: If you do not allow a home-visit, we cannot consider your home for a temp, perma or emerge foster situation. 
Common Questions Asked by People that Wish to Foster and/or Volunteer for BHRR in other Capacities:

Q: Do I have to have experience with Giant Breeds to Volunteer or Foster?
A: Having Giant Breed experience is definitely a benefit, however it is not a requirement. When it comes to Fostering, BHRR works to match foster homes with appropriate foster dogs and at times this means a “starter’ Giant Breed. We look for foster homes that show a willingness to learn and grow with the experience and we provide advice, assistance and support to our foster home on a 24/7 basis. Even our “experienced” Giant Breed homes continue to learn.


Q:  How much time and effort is needed to foster a Giant Breed?
A: This can depend on the individual dog you are fostering. Puppies often require more and different work than adult or senior dogs, although adults and seniors often remain in rescue longer. All require socialization plus training. 

Q: How much time and effort is required to be an approved Volunteer of BHRR?
A: BHRR does not expect any of our approved Volunteers to have to commit to X amount of hours per week. We are just so deeply grateful to our Volunteers that support what we do at BHRR in any number of means that enable us to continue assisting animals in need! We post Volunteer opportunities and requests on our BHRR Facebook Group – Search for BHRR NOTE: Once you do commit to a Volunteer opportunity, unless the circumstance is mitigating, we count on you honouring your commitment!

Q: As a foster home what am I responsible for financially?
A: Many of our foster homes choose to supply their foster dog with food, toys, treats and other basic needs. BHRR offers to pay for all food, supply dog bowls, stand, dog coat(winter or summer) leash and collar plus HW/Flea/Tick and other necessary meds. BHRR also offers to pay for any/all Vet bills that are not of a negligent nature of the foster home and/or Volunteer. BHRR is also happy to reimburse you for the food you purchase for your foster dog. BHRR will also supply a dog bed and will pay for any obedience classes. The Foster home is responsible for their local city dog license tag, extra treats plus toys. 
Q: Can I choose the dog I want to foster?
A: We understand that blogs and pictures can make any number of dogs very appealing to a potential Foster or Volunteer. However; BHRR only places dogs based on best personality fit in order to ensure that each dog goes to the ideal foster home. There are times when we will recommend a different dog to you based on our evaluation of the “type” of dog that would suit your lifestyle. BHRR will never force a dog into your home that you do not desire to foster yet nor will we place a dog into your home that we know is not a right matched personality fit.

Q: How long will my foster dog be with me?
A: Unfortunately there is no predetermined length of time that a dog will remain in foster care. Some of our foster dogs have found their forever homes in only a short period of time, others months and others remain in foster care well over a year or so. We approve homes that are patient, realistic and have a full understanding of the commitment they are making.


Q: What if my foster dog needs to go the vet?
A: If your foster dog needs non urgent veterinary care we ask that you contact your BHRR representative and arrangements will be made to get your foster dog to a BHRR approved Veterinarian. If it is an emergency situation we ask that you act immediately as you would for your own pet and contact a BHRR representative as soon as possible. Costs are covered by or reimbursed by BHRR under all circumstances unless there was negligence on the side of the foster home or Volunteer. 


Q: What if I need to leave town on business, travel, vacation or for an emergency?
A:  When you commit to being a foster home, we need you to treat your foster as if they are a treasured member of your family. Wherever possible another foster home or volunteer may be able to care for your foster dog. On occasions where this is not possible all fosters come directly back to BHRR. Under no circumstances is a foster home to take on making other arrangements for a BHRR foster dog UNLESS approved by  BHRR representative. BHRR shall make those arrangements and please advise your BHRR representative ASAP should a situation arise that you must relinquish your foster dog.

Q: Can I pick the adoptive home for my foster dog?
A: Our foster homes are not responsible for any part of the BHRR adoptive home application process other than to be a recommendation expert’ on their foster dog re: best type of home for personality fit. Any potential adopters on your foster dog are to be referred direct to BHRR. On every occasion we will have foster homes to participate in the process – as much or as little as they wish – reviewing applications, helping at any home-visit etc. while ensuring that contact information and privacy are protected. You will sign a confidentiality agreement as a BHRR Approved Volunteer. You could be asked to make your foster dog available for potential meet and greets at a mutually convenient time and with a BHRR representative in attendance if necessary.

Q: Can I adopt my foster dog?
A: In situations where you are fostering a dog it is possible to “fail at fostering” and adopt your foster dog. Please ensure that your BHRR representative is aware of your interest to adopt to facilitate the right open dialogue regarding any possible adoption. 

Q: How do I get the foster process started?
A: We are always looking for excellent foster homes as they truly are an important/integral part of the ‘the chain of success’ of our BHRR program(s). You can download this application to begin the process.
Other things to consider:

Other Things to Note:
· Are you emotionally prepared to foster? Fostering is not convenient, it is real, it is one of the most difficult things you shall ever do, yet, it is also one of the most rewarding too! While, our foster homes know that there is no greater joy than knowing you assisted in saving a life. Yet, it takes a special individual to be truly prepared to see their foster dog go to their forever loving home. It can be very difficult to say good-bye. Unless the new forever loving home requests it; no contact information shall be passed along in respect of the Canadian Privacy Act and this could well be the last time you see or hear about your foster dog. Our vast BHRR network of representatives, foster homes, volunteers and friends are all here to help by providing emotional support during this time if needed. 

· By your signature, you are stating that all of the above information you have given is true and complete. You agree to follow all the Rules and Procedures of BHRR. You understand that it is your final decision whether or not to foster any particular dog offered to you. You will not hold BHRR., its Directors, Officers, Members, Supporters, any/all other agents including legal responsible for any damage, injury, or harm caused directly or indirectly to any person or property by any dog you may decide to foster or volunteer your time in helping.

· The perma foster or temp foster individual(s) or Volunteer(s) must notify the rescue within 2 hours of any bite by the Giant Breed inflicted on a human or another animal not owned by the perma foster, emerge temp or temp foster or Volunteer individual(s). If the bite is caused by negligence on the part of the perma-foster(s) or temp foster(s) or Volunteer(s); the perma foster or emerge temp foster or temp foster or Vounteer(s) will be held responsible for all medical and/or vet bills including any legal fallout of those that have been bitten.

· The perma foster or temp foster individual(s) and/or Volunteer(s) agree(s) to immediately surrender custody of the rescue Giant Breed to a BHRR rescue representative or delegate upon demand. The perma foster or temp foster individual(s) agree(s) that the perma foster or emerge or temp foster individual(s) has/have no legal ownership and will not obtain any legal rights to the rescue Giant Breed in their care.

· Should it be necessary to litigate in connection with any dispute concerning the care, treatment, and-or custody of a rescue animal directly under the care of the perma foster or emerge or temp foster individual(s) or Volunteer(s) agree(s) to pay all court costs and applicable attorney/lawyer fees.

· The perma foster or emerge or temp foster individual(s) and/or Volunteer(s) recognize(s) that although the Rescue Program, BHRR has made reasonable efforts to provide a rescue Giant Breed which is compatible with the perma foster or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) individual's environment, perma foster or emerge or temp foster home and/or Volunteer(s) agrees that the Rescue Program does not warrant nor guarantee the temperament or behavior of the rescue Giant Breed and that the Rescue Program is not to be held liable for any acts of the rescue Giant Breed while in the care of the perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) individual(s). The perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) family agrees to notify the rescue immediately if they believe the temperament or behavior of the rescue Giant Breed is not compatible with the perma foster or emerge or temp foster or Volunteer(s) environment. 
· The perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) individual(s) state(s) that they have reasonable knowledge about the proper care of dogs and more specifically, Giant Breeds. The perma foster or emerge or temp foster home and/or Volunteers agrees to be responsible for the proper supervision of the rescue dog in their possession. Should the Rescue Program suffer any damages or legal costs as a result of the negligent supervision of the rescue dog in the perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Vounteer(s) home's care, the perma foster or temp foster individual(s) and/or Volunteer(s) agree(s) to indemnify the Rescue Program for all such damages and costs.
· If during such time the Giant Breed is injured or becomes ill during the time he/she is under the care of perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) care; and as a result there are any incurring costs due to said Giant Breed requiring to be seen by a Vet due to negligence and/or other liability on the part of the perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) in which case the perma foster or emerge or temp foster and/or Volunteer(s) individual(s) are solely responsible plus accountable for 100% of all bills incurred including meds, exams, special foods, vet procedures and any other proactive care said Vet requires to be in the best interest plus welfare of said Giant Breed.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering to become an approved perma foster or emerge or temp foster home and/or Volunteer for BHRR. One of our representatives should be contacting you shortly after receiving your application. If you have not received a response (by phone, mail or e-mail) in 10 working days, please do not assume you were not approved. Please try contacting the representative who sent you the application. If for some reason you’re unable to make contact with that representative, call (613) 725-4279 or e-mail contactbhrr@gmail.com
Leave your name, location, and phone number, including area code plus a short message. We look forward to working with you.

BHRR AT ITS SOLE DISCRETION, RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY APPLICANT FOR ANY REASON OR NO REASON OR AT ANY TIME REVOKE ANY PREVIOUSLY APPROVED STATUS TO BE A BHRR APPROVED PERMA FOSTER and/or TEMP FOSTER and/or EMERGE FOSTER and/or VOLUNTEER OF BHRR.
Applicant Signature ______________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________

**NOTE: All information in this BHRR Waiver/Informed Consent is the SOLE PROPERTY of Birch Haven Rescue and Rehabilitation Services, hence thereby referred to as BHRR. None of this information shall be shared, cross-posted, traded, or otherwise given to another source without explicit written Permission of BHRR. This BHRR Waiver is intended as a copyright warning. All other use is and WILL be prosecutable within the fullest extent of the law. All information in this BHRR. Waiver/Informed Consent is kept strictly private and on BHRR’s part will not be disclosed to a third party source without the electronic or written consent of the Perma Foster(s) or TEMP Foster(s) and/or EMERGE Foster(s) and/or Volunteer(s) individual(s) of which a copy of that said electronic or written consent shall be passed along with this application to the third party, such as a home-visit volunteer outside of BHRR’s authority. For example, another rescue performing a home visit service upon request of assistance from BHRR. The same level of privacy and confidentiality is required of the POTENTIAL Perma Foster(s) or Temp Foster(s) and/or Emerge Foster(s) and/or Volunteer(s) when they fill out this BHRR Waiver/Informed Consent.

©Copyright 2003-2019 Birch Haven Rescue and Rehabilitation Services, unless otherwise credited. All rights reserved.
